Properties and participation of "free" endotoxin in the toxic activity of Morganella morganii.
"Free" and "bound" Morganella morganii endotoxin was characterized by chemical (determination of proteins, saccharides and 3-deoxy-2-octulosonic acid) and immunochemical (double-diffusion test, immunoelectrophoresis, tandem crossed immunoelectrophoresis) methods. Chemical analysis showed that "free" endotoxin contains more protein and phosphorus and less saccharides than bound endotoxin. Immunochemical tests revealed differences in the structure of polysaccharide portions of both endotoxins, and, on the other hand, identity of certain antigenic determinants. Free endotoxin possessed a higher biological activity.